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Group 
Arty, Docker. 
Applicants: 
invention: 



Serial No.: 



Filed: 



Examiner. 



3673 



8266-0880 



Menkedick et al. 
HOSPITAL BED 



10/657,696 
September 8, 2003 
Santos, Robert G. 



r vrrifir^ Under }1 Cl.F.R.S 1.8,a> 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
transmitted to (703) 872-9306 at the United Slates Patent 
and Trademark Office at Mail Scop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



on 



OR March 2005 



Brcnda Vandever 



Dated: tift March 2005 



WI7SPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement in the Office Action mailed February 8, 
2005, Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's conclusion that groups I-IV as 
identified by the Examiner are "unrelated." Pursuant to MPEP § 806.04, as restated by the 
Examiner in paragraph 2-7 of the Office Action, two or more inventions are independent if 
they are "not disclosed as capable of use together" and have "different modes of 
operation." (MPEP § 806.04 at p. 80O-39)(Aug. 2001). Applicants have carefully 
reviewed the disclosure and have found nothing in the disclosure to indicate that the 
asserted Inventions I-IV are not capable of use together. In fact, the present application 
discloses that the features identified by the Examiner in group I-IV are capable of ase 
together. For example, some or all of these features may be included in the same patient 
support apparatus. See, for example, Figs. 1, 3-7, and 11-12, and accompanying 
disclosure at pp. 15-16 and 36-37. According to the disclosure, in one embodiment. 
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patient support 10 includes. ..a base frame...an intermediate frame 32. a pair of lift arms 
configured to raise and lower intermediate frame 32 relative to base frame 28. .. .a head 
section 38 pivotably coupled to weigh frame 32. a seat section 40 pivotably coupled to 
weigh frame 32. and an adjustable length leg or foot section 42 pivotably coupled to seat 
section 40." (Specification, p. 15, line 30 - p. 16, line 9). 

Therefore. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the restriction 
requirement by the Examiner. If the Examiner should disagree with the Applicants- 
position, Applicants kindly ask the Examiner to point out with particularity where in the 
specification the Examiner's position is supported. 

Accordingly, in order to satisfy the requirements of 37 CM. § 1-143, Applicants 
hereby provisionally elect, with traverse, the claims of Invention I, i.e. claims 1-22, 
without acquiescing in the Examiner's determination of separate inventions. Applicants 
reserve the right to file one or more divisional applications on the non-elected claims with 
the understanding that such claims filed in any such divisional application (s) will not be 
subject to a double-patenting rejection. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number 
provided below if any question or comment should arise during consideration of this 
matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Christine M. Orich 
Reg. No. 44,987 



Indianapolis, Indiana 
(317) 684-5000 

60505a_t 
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